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accused General Cameron of inefficiency and slackness, and it
seems that the Commander-in-Chief of the regular troops in
New Zealand had lost heart or interest in his military task.
When a large body of the enemy were known to have en-
trenched themselves in a stronghold called the Wereroa Pah,
he declined to attack them without strong reinforcements, and
deeply annoyed the Governor by his lack of energy and confi-
dence. Finding that his appeals to the General failed to stir
him to greater efforts, Sir George Grey took the bold and
unusual course of carrying out the military operations himself.
Raising a force of 500 volunteers, including various bands of
friendly Maoris, under a gallant chief named Hori Kingi, and
obtaining 200 regular soldiers from General Cameron, the
Governor advanced upon the hostile camp, and by a brilliant
series of strategic movements captured the enemy's forces on
the heights above the fort, and dropped long shots into the,
stockade. The position of the native rebels was now unten-
able, and, finding themselves in danger of annihilation, they
broke out of the shattered pah and fled down the cliffs. Many
of them were taken prisoners, and the remainder eventually sur-
rendered.

For this great service it might be expected that Sir George
Grey received the thanks of his Government and of the English
Ministry. The War Office, however, was annoyed at the
thought of the military command having been taken away from
a British General without their authority or consent. New
army regulations were immediately issued, laying down that a
Governor of a colony is not entitled to take the immediate
direction of military operations. So strong was the indignation
that a civil Governor should have dared to achieve a brilliant
victory that Sir George Grey was censured and recalled, to the
great disgust of the New Zealand colonists, who appreciated
his services at their true value. Perhaps if he had remained
in New Zealand his colony would have been spared another
chapter of tragedy.

When Sir George Grey left the Islands peace had been